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The prestigious National Kickboxing Championship, Seniors & Masters organized by Amateur Kickboxing 
Association of Goa, at Multipurpose Indoor Stadium, Dayanand Bandodkar Krida Sankool, Peddem, Mapusa 
Goa from 24 to 28th July 2024 under the aegis of WAKO India Kickboxing Federation. The Opening Ceremony of 
the event was delighted to have the following dignitaries who beautified the event with their presence –

1. Honorable Shri. Rajendra Arlekar, Governor of Bihar
2. Shri. Santosh Kumar Agrawal, President of WAKO India
3. Mr. Pritesh Desai, Chairman of the Amateur Kickboxing Association of Goa
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Mr. Santosh K. Agrawal, President of WAKO India, thanked the audience. WAKO India Kickboxing Federation 
Executive Board members, including Mr. Abhishek Jain as Treasurer, Mr. Kartik Dakua as Vice President, and 
Mr. C. Suresh Babu as Chairman of the Coaching Committee, graced the ceremony with their presence.  
Mr. Santosh K. Agrawal, President of WAKO India praised all the supporters who had come forward for giving 
the National Federation a greater platform. He expressed his gratitude in particular to the event’s organizer,  
Shri. Pritesh Desai Chairman of the Amateur Kickboxing Association of Goa, Mr. Sagar Surve, President Amateur 
Kickboxing Association of Goa for putting together such a wonderful occasion at the Multipurpose Indoor 
Stadium, Peddem, Mapusa Goa.
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We are incredibly excited to share the news, the National Anti-Doping Agency, India Team conducted Antidoping 
awareness sessions and dope testing during in-comp matches of various disciplines of kickboxing sport 
semifinal and final matches. During the anti-doping awareness session, all the queries related to doping and 
antidoping were cleared by Dr. Rajesh Mailagire Lead DCO cum Educator of NADA, India with an enthusiastic 
interactive session explaining the importance of clean sport, rights and responsibilities of players during dope 
control procedures, therapeutic use exemption, know your medicine application use, retroactive TUE, doping 
control procedures and ended the session with the loud slogan of play true and play fair. Dope testing was 
done during the competition period of finals and semifinal matches.

It is truly an exhilarating experience to witness the energetic and enthusiastic youth gearing up for victory in 
their chosen events, bringing immense pride to their teams. The venue was adorned with Ring and Six tatami 
areas, allowing 30 WAKO India Affiliated States/Units/Associates to showcase their talents and represent their 
respective regions flawlessly. A remarkable total of 1288 entries, showcased the immense interest and passion 
for this event. We witnessed the impressive presence of 939 athletes, along with dedicated 54 coaches, 66 
referees, and 17 officials.
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From the very beginning, all the affiliated team members eagerly arrived at the venue for an exciting day. They 
smoothly completed their registration process, which was promptly followed by the crucial steps of medical 
examination and weighing-in. These mandatory procedures are in place to ensure utmost transparency and 
fair play throughout the game. With all the time allotted, the Closing Day got off to a thrilling start. The last 
day is always a combination of highs and lows, but when the team supports, the mood elevates to a new 
level and is well worth watching. Mr. Agrawal praised all of the incredible competitors who battled it out and 
emerged victorious. They certainly entertained and astounded the audience with their heart-pounding and 
jaw-dropping performances. Shri Pritesh Desai, Shri Sagar Surve, and the entire organizing team of the Amateur 
Kickboxing Association of Goa, Executive Board Members also shared the stage with him and participated in 
the program. To show appreciation, a felicitation was conducted for all of the officials, referees, and organizing 
committee who had a direct hand in the tournament.
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Special thanks were given to the members of the WAKO India Medical team who kept things moving along 
and made it seem simple. The 10 members of a local hospital’s sports physiotherapy, medical health, and 
anti-doping committee, including Dr. Pradnya, who got felicitated at the very movement, were recognized. The 
motivation for this incredible kickboxing event in India stemmed from the Chief Guest, who inspired everyone 
present. The organizer expressed sincere gratitude to Shri. Pritesh Desai Chairman of the Amateur Kickboxing 
Association of Goa for outstanding efforts in making this event a resounding success. Their commitment to 
showcasing kickboxing in such a beautiful and lively manner truly deserves appreciation.

When it comes to the final result, 
First Place 	      - 	 Maharashtra
Second Place       - 	 Tamil Nadu
Third Place: 	       - 	 Punjab
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Mr. Santosh Kumar Agrawal President, WAKO INDIA presented the symbol of Health Partnership with Apollo 
Hospitals to Dr. Karthik Anand, representing Apollo Hospitals, a beacon of hope and healing in our community, 
during the Seniors & Masters National Kickboxing Championship at Multipurpose Indoor Stadium, Mapusa, 
Goa. This partnership signifies our collective dedication to supporting healthcare, ensuring that our 
athletes and supporters contribute not only through their athleticism but also through their generosity.  
 
“Thank you to Apollo Hospitals for their tireless dedication, and to everyone here for their support. Here’s to a 
successful championship and a healthier future for all!”
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Mr. Santosh Kumar Agrawal, President of WAKO India, presented mementos to the WAKO India Medical Team 
to acknowledge their efforts and show gratitude.
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