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The WAKO India Kickboxing Federation made a powerful show of force at the 2023 WAKO World Seniors & 
Masters Kickboxing Championship in Albufeira, Portugal, Led by President WAKO India Mr. Santosh K Agrawal, 
our delegation of 44 players and officials arrived ready to shine. The journey began with the buzz of anticipation 
on day one, as athletes initiated with weigh-ins and medicals.

Throughout the championship, our athletes and officials experienced the thrill of competition, the agony of 
defeat, and the joy of victory. They pushed their limits, honed their skills, and absorbed invaluable lessons from 
some of the best kickboxers in the world.
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The energy crackled at the World Kickboxing Championship, fueled by the thunderous roar of Team India. 
Not only did our athletes bring their fire, but they were inspired by the unwavering support of our honorable 
President, present with outstretched arms. Witnessing him share the stage with WAKO dignitaries at the Opening 
Ceremony was a moment of immense pride.

And when an Indian fighter sent their opponent reeling, the stadium erupted in a breathtaking wave of 
patriotism. It was pure magic, a chorus of “Jai Hind!” echoing through the stands. Then came the moment 
that sent shivers down spines – the WAKO India President, himself, leaping in jubilation as a young Indian 
champion toppled a superpower! These aren’t just victories; they’re history in the making, both for the athletes 
and for WAKO India. So, raise a toast to our young guns, these fearless warriors carrying the torch of hope and 
excellence. Their victories are our victories, their journey our anthem. Let’s roar together, “Go Team India!”
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In referees Vivek AS and Mr Anand Balu proudly represented India Ring & Tatami sports with expertise. Young 
Indian athletes dazzled with their performance, techniques, and style, proving India’s rising power in kickboxing. 
Coaches Suresh Babu, Siddharth Bhaleghare and Nilesh Shelar deserve a round of applause for their vital role 
in shaping this success. Two Bronze Medals shine brightly, marking the start of a promising journey for India.

Get ready, world, India’s kickboxing future is looking strong!
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